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Claims 1-20, 40, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapli, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The phrase "that opens the clamping jaw" is vague and indefinite since it is 
unclear what particular structure is doing the openings. It is unclear what is meant by 
a "force aligned in the first direction" and there appears to be no support in the 
specification for this terminology. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12, and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lee in view of Heinrich and Seber at al. 

Lee shows an ear 42 that is capable of being actuated from the front and the side 
of the handle in order to place the braking lever in the release position. To fashion this 
ear such that it extends through a slot or hole in the side of the handle would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the 
disclosure of Heinrich. Note that in Heinrich ear 40 extends through a hole or slot in 
the side of the housing and operation of this ear releases braking lever as particularly 
shown in Figure 2 of Heinrich. To provide an ear on each side of the handle instead 
of only one side of the handle is no more than an obvious duplication of the ear 
structure taught by Heinrich. For example, one skilled in the art could obviously apply 
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the teachings of Heinrich, which suggests a side location for the ear through a side slot, 
by merely fixedly attaching a pin to the side of ear 42 in Lee and extending it through 
the side plate 12 by including a slot to receive the pin as broadly taught by the slot and 
pin 242,246 in the handle of Seber et al. One skilled in the art would be motivated to 
do this in order to provide convenient pin actuation. To attach such a pin/slot 
additionally to the other side plate in Lee would be an obvious duplication of the pin/slot 
on the first side plate. One skilled in the art would know and find it obvious as to which 
direction to make the slot in order to have the ear projection function properly. 

Claims 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee in view of Heinrich and Seber at al supra and further in view of De worth. 

The cam that the ear actuates supra is an elliptical cam. However, trapezoidal 
cams are also well known and obvious for performing locking/unlocking functions with 
respect to mechanical elements. To make the cam supra in a trapezoidal rib shape 
would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in 
view of the disclosure of De worth. Note in De Worth the trapezoidal shaped cam is 
has ears 1 3 for actuation of the cam. One skilled in the art would be able to make the 
substitution even though the cams are very different shapes. 

Claims 40 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lee in view of Heinrich and Seber at al and Drake. 

Drake teaches that an ear 25 extending through a slot 44 engages the edges of 
the slot to limit the ear's movement in the slot. Drake also teaches that the force to 
actuate this ear is parallel to the first direction. 
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To use the edges of the slot supra to limit the ear's movement in the slot would 
have been obvious in view of the Drake discloslure. The directions specified in the 
claim are seen to be the same directions disclosed in the references. 

To direction of the slot that the pin moves in is no more than an obvious matter of 
design choice dictated by the desired convenience desired absent a showing of 
critical ity for this feature. The pin could obviously be attached to the ear 42 such that 
the pin moves in a slot substantially in the first direction in view of the teachings of 
Drake. One skilled in the art would have been motivated by convenience to choose 
such a direction. 

Claims 21-39 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply 
filed on 7/12/07 and 4/30/08. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert C. Watson whose telephone number is 571 272- 
4498. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. , 5:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail III can be reached on 571 272-4485. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert C. Watson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3723 
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